
Coffee with the Mayor 

Ser 39 (25-13) Collapse 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable and safe 4th of July!  I would like to recognize the Linton 
Chamber of Commerce for all their efforts in putting on the parade and all the festivities 
Linton is known for around this time.  The flyover by the Air Force F-16’s for the parade start 
brought applause from the crowds!  The time spent with my family was special and created 
many memories, especially the full sack of candy collected by my grandsons!  I’ve heard 
several comments about the carnival and, even though small, the overall outstanding 
quality was noted.  It is my understanding that next year the carnival will be bigger in size.  
As to eating, the Bandstand’s fish sandwich and the Civitan’s Ham Breakfast met or 
exceeded expectations!   

I’m sure most of you are aware of the event that happened last Monday evening downtown.  
Depending on your point of reference, or age, it was either the old Murphy’s building or the 
Linton Variety Store that collapsed unexpectedly around 6:45 pm.  First reports to the 
Police Department were an explosion and possible injuries at this location. The Fire and 
Police Departments responded almost immediately.  The immediate concern was possible 
personal injuries.  Utility department personnel were called in to start removing debris from 
the street and sidewalks with the intent of searching for possible victims.  Dumpsters were 
called in to start removing bricks and the area blocked off to allow work to continue 
unimpeded.  Volunteers and staff from neighboring fire departments and local law 
enforcement offices started arriving to assist in addition to the Fire Marshall.  Once it was 
certain there were no victims, the three parked cars damaged by the falling bricks were 
towed out of the work zone.  As the street crews were working to clear the street, utilities 
not already shut off to the building were shut off.  The concern then was the front structure 
of the building that had not collapsed. This was deemed unsafe to wait until morning and 
determined it should be brought down as well.  Later that evening, construction equipment 
was brought in and the remaining walls were made safe from further collapse.  This was 
accomplished with the assistance of the Fire Department’s ladder truck to water down the 
work in order to reduce the harmful dust. 

The next morning the full extent of the collapse was evident!  Further work was done to 
remove or reduce existing structure.  After some additional work by the street department 
the highway was opened for regular traffic, with the exception of Vincennes Street between 
Main and 1st Street NE.  At this point various videos of the actual collapse started to 
emerge, some on social media sites.  People from out of town soon became aware of what 
happened.  It was also at this point that I started getting requests from people if they could 
retrieve bricks!  That wasn’t my question to answer and directed them to the owner of the 



building.  The next steps in the clean-up are for the owner and the insurance company to 
determine.  The actual cause of the collapse will probably never be determined, but the city 
was blessed in that no one was injured.   I understand full cleanup will take approximately 
two weeks. 

The crash of this building should be a loud wake-up call to building owners in the 
downtown area.  Several buildings are owned by out-of-state organizations or individuals.  
Many of these buildings are as old as the Murphy’s building (my reference) or older.  Not 
knowing the details, but I can assume that many of these buildings have been reconfigured 
to accommodate new businesses without structural considerations.  It is my intent to 
contact these out-of-state owners and make them aware of this collapse and to 
recommend their buildings be inspected.  

The local owners of their buildings should take this opportunity to have their buildings 
inspected as well to ensure structural integrity.  While I’m sure this will not be cheap, it will 
go a long way in making the community feel safer when entering any downtown building.  
The city has an Ordinance in Chapter 150.01, Enforcement of building standards and 
150.02, Unsafe Building Law and cites Indiana Code 36-7-9.  This ordinance places the Fire 
Chief as the Enforcement Authority and “is authorized to engage inspection officers … in 
the administration of this chapter”.  This Ordinance was updated on 14 May 2012.  As we 
proceed from this point forward, I encourage every downtown building owner to be aware 
of this and act accordingly.  There is no doubt we all do not want this to happen again! 


