
Coffee with the Mayor 

Ser 50 (26-01) 2026 Start-up 

This coffee will start out providing an update to the previous coffee, or the last article 
provided in 2025.  I stated that 2025 is quickly coming to a close.  As it turned out, there 
was more to come before we could say goodbye to the year!  A second tornado!  Not as 
strong or deadly as the one in May, but more significant to the city, especially the downtown 
area.  Several buildings were in the path and lost walls, roofs, or both or had the building 
collapse due to walls which fell from nearby buildings.  One family in an uptown apartment 
was rescued, with one member receiving injuries when the roof collapsed.  Many residents 
received damage to their personal property as well as the tornado traveled east.  Several 
trees and limbs fell, blocking streets, alleys and causing power outages.  Emergency crews, 
both city and from surrounding areas, responded almost immediately to work to survey the 
damaged areas and direct further relief efforts.  The utility crews worked through the 
evening hours and night to restore power, assess gas and water issues and clear streets 
and highways.  Many people have noted how quickly the community came together to 
assist in the clean up efforts and assist homeowners as well.  Unfortunately, the follow-on 
evaluation and assessment of the damage and replacement efforts won’t happen as quick!   

A common question I get is related to the buildings in the downtown area.  State resources 
have conducted a cursory inspection of several buildings and provided a rating pertaining 
to occupancy and safety.  As can be expected, several were rated as red or yellow, red 
meaning no entry until approved by a structural engineer and yellow, limited occupancy.  At 
this point, the next steps involve the building’s owner, or owners, their insurance company, 
structural engineer or construction company.  Several aspects need to be taken into 
account as to what the next steps will be.  In some cases the owners livelihood depends on 
the business located in the building.  At this point, there has been no decision to demolish 
any building, but that may change.  Also, in some cases, approval has been given to rebuild 
or repair damaged areas of buildings and workers on-site doing the work.  More information 
will be shared as the decisions are made known.  The bottom line is to have reliable 
buildings in the downtown area that are safe for the community    

As we begin 2026, there will be a lot of focus on repairing the damage of 2025.  In addition, 
there are other areas we will focus on.  The pool, a carry over from 2025, will also remain at 
the forefront.  There is an on-going effort to evaluate how the city property north of town 
can be made available for community recreation and school sports, in addition to the 
surrounding area recreational opportunities.  With the awarding by the state of funds to 
replace or repair 21 streets in town plus the INDOT replacement of the bridge near 
Autozone and underground installation of fiber networks it looks to be a very busy year!  


