Coffee with the Mayor
Ser 57 (26-08) 2026 Round-about

There are some communities in Indiana that brag, for lack of a better term, about how
many round-abouts, or traffic circles, they have putin! The number seems to be growing.
Travel north of Indianapolis and you’ll find a round-about everywhere. I’m sure these have
been implemented at many locations other than north of Indy. | understand from INDOT
there are a number of reasons why they are popular. One reason is that they cause drivers
to slow down instead of speeding through an intersection. It’s also better for the
environment since drivers aren’t idling while waiting at a stoplight. These are probably the
two most common reasons I’ve heard.

My first encounter with a round-about was in northern New Jersey in the early ‘80s. They
seemed to be fairly common and familiar with the local drivers. | reached that assumption
by the number of drivers that blew their horn at me. This was also my first encounter with
what | learned later was known as the teacup left turns. Basically, if you wanted to turn left
you had to exit right and loop around to the left, but | digress. The next time | encountered
round-abouts was in England. These were very common in the countryside and the signage
as you were about to enter one was direct and understandable. It did take overcoming
driving on the left to properly interpret the sign. Enough of the background.

It seems almost overnight round-abouts became extremely popular, especially in Indiana. |
recently learned a round-aboutis to replace the intersection of State Highways 445 and 45
near Eastern Heights. There are two at the intersection of [-69 and 445 in Greene County
already. There are severalin the location in Colorado where my youngest daughter lives.
With this investment, evidently INDOT considers these a major influence on safety.

Whether one loves these or hates them they have their place. That said, | have asked
INDOT to evaluate whether it makes sense to install a round-about at State Highway 54 and
County Road N 1000W (Lone Tree) near Walmart. | know there have been several accidents
at this location with at least one death due to injuries sustained. Not sure how long this
evaluation will take but hope we will be apprised of their findings along the way.



