Coffee with the Mayor
Ser 58 (26-09) 2026 Restoration

The tornado in May 2025 did significant damage to many areas and residences in the
surrounding area. Many acres of city property were directly affected with trees uprooted,
snapped in two, twisted or left in various states of damage. The area leased by the
Buckcreek Muzzle Loaders was significantly affected with downed trees blocking the drive,
leaving them unable to reach their ranges and cabin. They spent many hours clearing the
path and restoring their facilities in order to resume their schedule. The city assisted where
possible in their efforts.

The area around their location was devastated and a total loss. It was the same in other
city owned areas affected by the tornado. The question was what can be done to recover
smartly from this devastation and how to proceed. Many of the trees were valuable for
timber and could be recovered. The options were limited. We could do nothing and let
nature take its course, or we could harvest what we could and deal with the rest later. The
advice regarding option one was not favorable. Dead and decaying vegetation along with
the unchecked growth of several invasive species did not sound promising for future
restoration. Severalinvasive species had already been identified before the tornado by the
local FFA organization. That left option two. Meeting with people familiar with tornado
damaged trees and the potential of recovering valuable trees made this option the better
choice.

A request for proposal to recover the damaged timber was sent to 14 logging companies. A
couple came and looked at the damaged areas or were provided videos of the area. The
proposal by a reputable logging company from the Jasper area had the best proposal. A
contract was drafted and presented to the City Council for their approval. They approved
the contract at the August council meeting. At that point it took several months for the
company to move their equipment on site to start removing timber from the damaged
areas.

In May of this year | spoke with the head of Indiana’s Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) about the area and if DNR could assist in the restoration of the area with funds and
ideas. His on-site visit a short time later to see firsthand the issues we were facing brought
words of encouragement. | was next contacted by the head of the DNR’s Department of
Reclamation and sat down with one of his engineers about how to proceed. Evidently there
are several million dollars of federal funds available for reclamation of mined areas, which
this area meets those requirements. In working with DNR, the lead time to begin
restoration of this area is considerably shortened because of the work currently being



done. Having secured several thousand dollars for the city from the marketable timber and
not using city funds to restore the area | considered a win for the city.

Unfortunately, restoration of the damaged areas will take some time, but restoration will be
accomplished with federal funds and with our input on how best to restore the area and
what we want the area to be with the communities’ input! Smartly restoring the area with
trees and making it available for outdoor recreation for the next generation is the number
one goal.



